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restorations of this obscure text. In the section on " editions and 
translations", after the name of Professor J. Leslie Hall, dele 
"late", as he is still with us ; add the name of Mr. C. G. Child, 
(prose), 1904; and p. 216, correct the misprint in Ettmiiller's name, 
and prefix "N." to that of Grundtvig. 



Tragedy. By Ashley H. Thorndike, Professor of English in 
Columbia University. Boston and New York, Houghton, 
Mifflin and Company, 1908. 

This is the most recent volume in "The Types of English 
Literature" series, and, in the words of the author, "This book 
attempts to trace the course of English tragedy from its begin- 
nings to the middle of the nineteenth century, and to indicate the 
part which it has played in the history both of the theatre and of 
literature." This is a commendable and a desirable object, but it 
is a question whether it is possible to accomplish it in less than 
four hundred iamo pages. Fortunately the Elizabethan Drama 
(1558-1642), with an Introduction on the earlier period, has just 
been treated by Professor Schelling in two 8vo volumes of over 
600 pages each, and Professor Thorndike would do well to con- 
tinue that work on the same scale "to the middle of the nine- 
teenth century". Besides the necessarily scanty treatment that 
must be given to so comprehensive a subject in such limited 
space, it is also a question whether the method adopted in " The 
Types of English Literature" series is the best. The result is 
apt to be a volume, or volumes, of condensed annals, with brief 
critical comments, which may suit well enough those who know 
the subject already, and therefore do not need this kind of infor- 
mation, but such a treatment will scarcely give the requisite 
information to those who are ignorant of the subject. 

A brief summary of the plot of a tragedy will hardly answer as 
a basis for an appreciation of the critical comments, or enable the 
student to dispense with the reading of the play itself. 

The trouble with all such compendiums is that they assume 
knowledge which the reader does not possess, and therefore he 
cannot enter into the spirit of the writer, and judge of the latter's 
criticism, however just it may be. Barring the objection taken 
to the method, and the resulting treatment of the subject, both 
being defects consequent upon the plan of these works, Professor 
Thorndike has done as well as could be expected under the 
circumstances. 

If he has mastered a tithe of the works enumerated in the 
bibliographical notes attached to the chapters, he has equipped 
himself well for the treatment of his subject, and has provided the 
material from which his readers may select what suits their 
respective objects. 
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I should have liked to see some discussion of the vehicle of 
tragedy, prose, rhymed couplet and blank verse, and an effort to 
answer the question why blank verse has been settled upon as 
the only suitable form for tragedy. Writers on the subject have 
given too little attention to the form of verse that tragedies have 
assumed, but the English iambic pentameter unrhymed seems 
the natural successor of the Greek iambic trimeter for the pur- 
poses of tragedy. 

Another question that suggests itself is, why has the novel 
usurped the place of the tragic drama ? That the stage has de- 
generated in our day goes without saying. What is the cause of 
this degeneracy? I do not lay much stress on Professor 
Thorndike's biological or physical analogies, and I think it useless 
to try to trace analogies between the moral and the physical 
sciences. I heartily endorse his remark (p. 377): "Tragedy 
takes an abiding place among the great courses of continuous 
human activity dedicated to an inquiry into the meanings of 
life". Of course this means moral and spiritual, not physical, 
life ; and here the ancient Greeks had the advantage of us. 
Compare the great Sophoclean dramas with the puny efforts of 
our modern tragicasters. It can not be that the world is degen- 
erating, but our forms of amusement are. We should try to 
restore higher ideals of life. Let us bear in mind the apostolic 

motto : (i {io/iev npci/Mm, iwtv/iaTi Kat aToix^l^f- 

James M. Garnett. 



1. The Cattle-Raid of Cooley (Tain Bo Cualnge), An Old Irish 

Prose-Epic, Translated by L. Winifred Faraday. Lon- 
don, David Nutt, 1904, XXI + 141 pp., in 8°. 

2. Die Altirische Heldensage Tain Bo Cualnge, nach dem Buch 

von Leinster in Text und Uebersetzung. Herausgegeben von 
Ernst Windisch. Leipzig, S. Hirzel, 1905, XCII + n 20 
pp., in 8°. 

3. Tain Bo Cualnge, Enlevement [du Taureau divin et] des 

vaches de Cooley. Traduction par H. d'Arbois de Jubain- 
VILLE. Premiere livraison. Paris, H. Champion, 1907, 
83 PP-. gr- in 8 °- 

In the above works we have at last complete and accurate 
translations of the greatest of the Old Irish hero-tales, the Tain 
Bo Cualnge, or the "Raid for the Kine of Cooley." For more 
than half a century this famous epic— for it is naught else than an 
epic in prose — has remained within easy reach in the Book of 
Leinster, the Yellow Book of Lecan, and numerous other MSS. 



